THE   GREAT   FIRE   OF   LONDON
Charles met it with energy and courage. If London could be
kept calm, tension in the rest of England would at once relax.
If the citizens could be convinced that there were no plots
and no incendiaries the storm would be allayed. First the
rumours had to be scotched and then the energies of the
citizens diverted into plans for reconstruction. The series of
'relief proclamations issued on the fifth and sixth of September
had shown that the authorities were doing their utmost, and
Charles's own labours during the Fire had gained him the
personal gratitude of the citizens. On the sixth, the day
after the extinguishing of the flames, he utilized and added
to this feeling. Riding out to Moorfields he addressed the
refugees, reassuring them in person that he, their King, would
take a particular care of them all. The rumours of plots he
declared to be false. The calamity had been sent by God.
It owed nothing to the contrivances of French or Dutch or
Papists. He had himself examined many of those detained
upon suspicion and found no trace of proof. The first post-
Fire issue of the London Gazette told the same tale but added
that there would be 'a severe inquisition thereupon' by Chief
Justice Keeling, members of the Privy Council and of the
city. The feeling was not allayed, but it was diverted.
Credulous and vindictive evidence given before Privy Coun-
cillors or the later Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry was
harmless.1 Witnesses and members wasted time and energy,
but riot and persecution were averted, and the price was cheap.
With the situation under control, it was possible to begin
the greater task of repairing the calamity. Whilst the poorer
citizens 'with more Expedition than can be conceived, set up
little Sheds of Brick and Timber upon the Ruins of their own
1 The stories as given in the report of the Parliamentary Committee may be read
in 'A True and Faithful Account of the several Informations exhibited to the Honour-
able Committee appointed by the Parliament* (1667). They are fantastic almost
beyond belief, though they make good reading. But the conviction died hard. In
February i66S the citizens were urging that the Parliamentary inquiry should be
reopened? and there can be no doubt that Gates was the more readily believed because
his declaration that Jesuits and other priests had been engaged in starting the Fire
coincided so entirely with the ideas of the citizens.
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